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Rosario mini-soccer information sheet & code of conduct 

 The ethos of mini-soccer for the Under 6 to Under 11 age groups is to ensure the children 
have fun and enjoy their football, whilst all the time developing their football skills and 
technique. The emphasis is on providing a safe, pressure-free learning environment focused 
on player development and participation in a team sport. Through our training and the small-
sided games programme (between 5-a-side to 7-a-side), the aim is to promote improvement of 
ball skills, increased game awareness and an appreciation for taking calculated risks in attack. 

 
 Our coaches recognise competition is a central element in a player’s development, however, a 

competitive environment should not be a result-oriented environment. The competitive 
environment at this level is intended to encourage decisions from player and coach alike that 
focus on performance rather than the outcome (favouring balls skills and inventiveness). On 
this basis, results are not recorded and there are no league tables at this level. 

 
 Coaches will endeavour to provide roughly equal playing time for each player, regardless of 

player ability level to ensure that all players get the same opportunity to develop their skills in a 
competitive environment. However, this is not an exact science as coaches have to react to 
match situations, for example, if a player gets injured and needs to be substituted. Normally, if 
a player is fouled, that player will take the resulting free kick or penalty. 

 
 During the small-sided matches, coaches will not place an emphasis on regimented playing 

positions for the outfield players. The intention of the small-sided games is for players to gain 
experience of playing in a range of positions in different areas of the pitch, and controlling/ 
passing the ball in diverse situations and using both feet 
 

 All players are expected to take their turn in the goalkeeper position, which will be rotated 
equally throughout the team. This is viewed by the coaches, not as a necessary evil, but as a 
key aspect of a young player’s development, in that it improves decision-making, spatial 
awareness and overall speed and agility. 
 

 When restarting play, our goalkeepers are encouraged to throw the ball out to a player, normally 
in the right/left back zones of the pitch, (and not to hoof it downfield out of their hands). This 
facilitates more touches of the ball by a greater number of our players, by building attacks up 
from the back. 
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All participants, supporters & club officials are asked to pay particular notice to the following 
guidelines set out with regard to behaviour, attitude and respect at any Rosario mini soccer event.   

 
Parents 

 Encourage every child to play by the laws of the game. 

 Avoid pressurizing players about winning or losing. 

 Support and encourage all players, including the opposition. 

 Never publicly criticise your child or other players. 

 Do not question decisions made by the match officials. 

 Do not shout playing instructions from the sideline – this can be confusing for children, particularly if it 
conflicts with the coaches’ guidance.  

 
Players 

 Show respect and fair play to your opponents. 

 Play within the rules of the game. 

 Encourage, support and co-operate with your teammates. 

 Respect the officials and accept all decisions without question. 

 Always listen to your coach. 

 
Coaches 

 Always pursue fair play. 

 Accept that striving to win is more important that winning itself. 

 Ensure that matches are well structured and focus on developing skill, decision-making and 
understanding of the game.  

 

Communications 

 

Rosario mini-soccer uses two main methods of communication - Teamer www.teamer.net and the 

website www.rosariominisoccer.com. 

www.teamer.net is used by coaches to select teams and to inform individual players that they have 

been selected for a fixture.  Those selected for matches will be informed by Teamer email and text. A 

free app is also available for Apple and Android phones.     

We expect parents to respond as soon as possible to the emails/texts, either to confirm or decline the 
invitation.   There are lots of kids who are eager to play in matches – the sooner you let us know that 
your child can’t make it, the more time it gives the coaches to make a replacement and give another 
child the opportunity to play.  If you do not respond to the Teamer communication and/or contact the 
coach within 24 hours, it may be necessary to remove your child from the line-up and select a 
replacement player, so that coaches can prepare for the upcoming game with a confirmed squad. 
 

The website www.rosariominisoccer.com is used to keep everyone informed of upcoming events, 

including matches, training and tournaments. 

Teamer will always have the most up-to-date and accurate information concerning match fixtures. 
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