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ULIDIA: A NEW FIELD OF DREAMS

3G surface a big hit with players and supporters
ROSARIO boots have finally
returned to Ulidia and are
testing out the ‘all-weather’
promise of the 3G pitch.
After a winter month of

intensive football and torrential
rain, the new 3G pitch at Ulidia
has already earned its stripes.

The surface is identical to the
one which the Barcelona team
trains on and is more durable,
safe and consistent that the
previous grass pitch.
The gates to Ulidia were closed

for seven months to allow
exclusive access for specialist

engineers and equipment
During that time 200 lorry loads
of soil were shifted to make way
for the ‘soft-to-the-touch’
polyethylene with a layered
quartz sand and rubber infill. It
looks and feels like the surface it
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replaced but there is no longer any
worry about over-playing or
waterlogged areas.

The erection of six floodlights
allow the facility to be used until
10pm, even in the dark winter
evenings, ensuring that Ulidia will
be a Rosario hub for up to 30 hours
a week.

Supporters and spectators will
additionally benefit from the paved
path surrounding the pitch, meaning
that their shoes will stay drier and
warmer while they cheer on the
Roses.

Contracts Director Paul Patterson,
from Tony Patterson Sports
Grounds, admitted that the
replacement was not without
setbacks. “The job was not as

simple as we had hoped,” he said.
“The Belfast drainage system is
under pressure, so the whole pitch
acts as a big tank and releases water
slowly into the Belfast drainage
network.”

They overcame this difficulty
using, specialist digging and boring
equipment as well as automatic
laser levelling systems.

The same company has installed
synthetic grass pitches for elite
teams from different sporting
backgrounds such as Ulster and
Munster Rugby, Hamilton
Academical FC, Cardiff Blues,
Dublin GAA and Limerick Hurlers.

Paul promises that Rosario YFC
will not be nostalgic about the old
sod. “The third generation synthetic
grass is much closer to natural grass

and teams are finding it an ideal
training or match substitute,” he
explained.

“Players of all ages and abilities
will be able to train consistently all
year round with a world-class
surface identical to the world’s best
players.”

However, there are rules everyone
must follow to keep it in such great
shape, “It’s important feet are kept
clean going onto the surface and no
flat soles are used on the pitch,” he
warned.

The new pitch is the culmination
of six years of planning and
pleading from the Development
Committee, although they are not
allowed to sit back yet and are
working on phase two of the Ulidia
development.

The U15 girls had the honour of playing the first competitive match on the new pitch and won 2-1 against Oliver Plunkett

Floodlights and 3G add up
to football 30 hours a week

MEET THE PLAYERS: 3 SUPER SISTERS WHO ARE A CREDIT TO THEIR CLUB

Alyssa Veitch-McKee 
Nickname: None Age: 12

Preferred position: Centre midfield
or centre back

Preferred foot: Right 
How long have you been playing
with Rosario? Five years

Do you have any other family
members involved with the club?
Yes. Two sisters and one brother

What is the best match you ever
played in? We have had many of
great matches its hard to pick but a
recent one was against Carnmoney
and we won 8-2.
Who is your favourite Rosario
player? Nicole Moreland

Who has had the most influence
on your playing career? My brother
Declan
Favourite movie: Black Panther

Favourite TV show: Orange is the
New Black

What is the best thing about
Rosario? The awesome players and
coaches. Rosario is a great club to
play for. 

Emma Veitch-McKee 
Nickname: Em Age: 9 
Preferred position: Midfield 
Preferred foot: Right 
How long have you been playing
for Rosario? Four years 
Do you have any other family
members involved with the club?
Yes. Two sisters and one brother
What is the best match you ever
played in? Too many great ones to
choose just one.
Who is the best Rosario player
you have ever played with? Bridie-
Mae Lavery 
Who is your favourite player?
Brooke who plays with under 11s. 
Who has influenced you the most
on your playing career? My brother
Declan and sister Alyssa. 
Favourite artist/band: Ed Sheeran 
Favourite book: Matilda 
Favourite Film: Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory 
Favourite TV show: Game Shakers 
What is the best thing about
Rosario? Friendly atmosphere at
training and matches 

Sienna Veitch-McKee 
Nickname: none  Age: 5 

Preferred Position: none 

Preferred foot: right 

How long have you been playing
with Rosario? Since September
2018 

Do you have any other family
members involved with the club?
Yes. Two sisters and one brother 

Who is your favourite Rosario
player? My sister Emma 

Who has had the most influence
on your playing career? My brother
Declan

Favourite band/artist: OMI 

Favourite book: Goldilocks and the
Three Bears 

Favourite film: Frozen 

Favourite TV show: Paw Patrol 

What is the best thing about
Rosario? I like how nice everyone is,
teammates and coaches 
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Rosario Under 12s with message for teammate Eoin Browne after their 4-3 win
over Carnmoney Ladies. Eoin was having an appendix operation in hospital 

Rosario 2013s were competing at the Dungoyne tournament, and according to their
coaches, they represented the club with distinction. Coaches were delighted with the
skills on display

Rosario 2008s progress to the quarter finals of the NI Cup after a tough match
against Magherafelt Sky Blues. Well done players and coaches!

It was like taking a step back in time 20 years at Ulidia recently as Rosario Over 40s took to the field against 
Hillsborough Knights

The U13 team after a 0 0 draw against Belfast Swifts at Whiterock recently. A
fantastic game from two teams who competed to the final whistle

Great effort by the U11s this season. Up the Roses!

BINGO!
Whether you are a fat lady or a little duck, come along to Sunday night bingo in the new parish centre. The weekly event, run jointly by
Rosario YFC and Bredagh GAC, will raise much needed funds for our parish and is a great opportunity to meet people and maybe win a
few £££. Doors open at 6.45pm. Refreshments available.


